Our Blocks

building blocks for building communities

HoME RESOURCES NOTES & SUMMARIES VIDEOS ABOUT US

“Solutions Salon” Brings West Oakland Community
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OAKLAND, CA, March 11, 2011 — Lyn Hikida — More than 40 people participated in a
solutions-oriented community meeting hosted in West Oakland last Thursday by the Acorn
Residents Council, BRIDGE Housing, and The John Stewart Company.

The “Solutions Salon” attracted representatives from 20 nonprofit organizations and the

Oakland City Council, Oakland Housing Authority, the Oakland Police Department and the
Oakland Unified School District. Attendees divided into small groups to discuss 2011 plans,
the challenges they face, and ways they can work together to overcome those challenges.

“The response was fantastic,” said Janet Patterson, Chairman of the Acorn Residents
Council. “People networked, shared resources and began to build better connections within
the community.”

Many of the conversations centered on a theme of encouraging and maintaining stronger
involvement by people who live in West Oakland, including the residents of the Town Center
& Courtyards at Acorn.

Participant and longtime West Oakland resident Nakia Linzie-Shavers is a volunteer for Court
Appointed Special Advocates, which serves foster children in Alameda County. “It was useful
to learn about the range of services in the area,” she said.

“For me, the event opened up more avenues for other types of programs that we can support
for residents,” added Damita Barbee, President of St. Paul Economic Empowerment
Development Corp., “which, hopefully, will result in increasing the number of lives we can
empower and enrich.”

Shaun Tai, Executive Director of Oakland Digital Arts & Literacy Center, was struck by the
diversity of participants, leadership and resources. “What | gained was a sense of hope that
with more events like the Solutions Salon, there will be things that we can act upon together
as a cohesive community,” he said. “We can't just keep talking; there needs to be action.”

One of the next steps, according to Patterson, will be the creation of a resource directory to
facilitate access to programs and strengthen connections between the organizations that
provide services.

To view photos from the event, visit: http://bit.ly/solutions-salon
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