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DVC speech and debate students
successful in spring competition

DVC history professor Mary Ann Irwin
loves writing history, has two new
books coming

DVC team wins People's Choice Award
at Design Village competition

DVC professor Gary Pieroni named to
state committee defining CPA licensure

DVC's swim coach Rick Millington is Big
Eight Coach of the Year

DVC students win top prizes in Inspire
Oakland contest

DVC grad Nikki Boyles-Frias culinary
manager

DVC students of Chinese win at speech
contest

DVC Inquirer staffers win general
excellence, honorable mention awards at
JACC

DVC presents - The Future of the
Commons

DVC Kendo Club wins third place at
UCLA tournament

DVC art instructor Ginny Mangrum has
work feature in L.A. gallery exhibit

Michael Galvez: From break dancing to a
career in medicine

District police provide emergency training
to district staff

DVC's Shelly Pierson loves to run-and
win

DVC history professor Melissa Jacobson
named to county's historical society
board

Former DVC Student Monica Rodrigo-
Brenni, Ph.D., Postdoctoral Fellow in Chile

DVC grads mother-and-daughter duo,
now at UC Berkeley

DVC alum Dr. Timothy White named a
California Community College
Distinguished Alumni

David Chavez aspiring opera singer,
continues his musical journey at DVC

DVC journalists win awards at JACC
conference

Former DVC student Michael Gong
publishes Gift of Madness

Mickey Huff co-edits Censored 2010,
Works for Free Press

Susie Davis' return visit to Glenn Appell's
history of Rock and R&B classes

Kim Schenk leads CCCAOE for 2009-
2010

DVC grad Niccolo Bodner premiers film at
San Diego Film Festival

DVC student Dave Mrus rediscovers
native California tree

Judy Foster wins POWER award from
state research group

In two new books, DVC's Robert Abele
hopes to ‘wake up' citizens

DVC film professor Kristy Guevara-
Flanagan's film 'Going on 13' in Oakland
Film Festival, on TV

DVC's new monument - a sign of
excellence

DVC students win top prizes in Inspire Oakland
contest
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Three DVC students were the top
three winners in the Oakland Digital
Arts & Literacy Center’s “Inspire
Oakland” billboard contest. All three
are students in Eva Cohen'’s graphic
design course, ARTDM 214.

Announced in January 2010, the
contest generated a significant - S
amount of interest from the pubilic, - \

e
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and artists and designers from all
over the Bay Area jumped at the
opportunity to have their work
published on a billboard that
hundreds of thousands of viewers
would see daily.

“A colleague of mine told me about
the ‘Inspire Oakland’ billboard
contest,” Cohen explained. “It was
just the beginning of the class, and
I thought it was too early to
introduce the project. Many of the
students had never even used the
design programs on the computer.
But | decided to go ahead anyway.

“These students blew my mind!
There were so many talented and
motivated students in this class,”
Cohen continued. "I felt very
humbled and proud. Shaun Tai came
into our class, took photos, and
talked to the students, and it made
the project very real and exciting.

“One of the students who won had

never touched the computer before, and | think he was really surprised,”
Cohen said. "I feel proud of all of these students for being a part of this
project. | can introduce something, teach about design, and show
examples—but they did the designing, and it really blew me away.”

Of all the submissions, the judges chose their 12 favorites and then put
them on display in Oakland and asked the public to vote on them.

Grand prize winner was Eric Welden, who grew up in the East Bay and cites
the “wonderfully diverse area” as his main inspiration.

“When | entered the contest, | was just shooting to make it into the top
10,” Welden said, “because | thought it would be pretty crazy to be in the
top 10 student designers in the Bay Area who entered the contest.

"1 entered two designs,” he said. "One | worked on for two or three weeks
for about 40-50 hours, and that one, of course, got the least number of
votes of the top 12 designs.

“The other, | did on the fly in class the day it was due, putting in about one
or two hours. | threw it together with random bits and samplings from things
that | thought resembled inspiration, and that one won the entire contest!
Sometimes, it just has to feel right. You can’t force a good design with
elaborate plans and schemes. It just has to come from inside.

"I was ecstatic to find out that I won, and I literally ran around the house
screaming for a good five minutes!” Welden said. "It was almost an out-of-
body experience to see something as monumental as a billboard that |
designed, when | saw it for the first time. This win, of course will benefit my
portfolio greatly. But | almost don't care about that, because | will hold this
memory forever as a great achievement and a first step in my design
career.”

The other two of the top three winners were also from DVC. First runnerup
was Stanley Santoso, and second runner-up was Joshua Hernandez. All
the winning designs will be displayed on a digital billboard viewable from
Interstate 80 near the Gillman Street exit in Berkeley. In addition, Welden's
grand- prize-winning design will be on a commercial billboard in downtown
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